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Take a Bite Out of Stereotypes

Find virtues and ideas that help us appreciate diversity and avoid stereotypes.

SHARKs have no bones. our  
skeletons are made of cartilage, 

like most of your nose.

Since our eyes are on the 
sides of our heads, we can 
nearly see in a full circle. 

Many sharks  
constantly lose and 
replace teeth. Some 
of us lose 30,000  

in a lifetime!
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When someone says “shark,” many think of a  
vicious beast lurking in the ocean, waiting to  

attack unsuspecting prey—or people.
But that isn’t an accurate picture of all sharks. In 

fact, there are more than 350 different kinds of sharks, 
with diverse qualities. The whale shark is the largest fish 
in the ocean—it can be longer than a school bus! But it 
eats mainly plankton and is harmless to humans. The 
dwarf lantern shark is so small you could easily hold it 

in one hand! The image of bloodthirsty sharks is a  
stereotype—a broad assumption about an entire group.

You might run into stereotypes about humans, 
too—due to skin color, culture, gender, or other 
things. Lumping a group of people together based 
on one part of their identity isn’t fair. Just as a shark 
doesn’t always spell danger, we can’t judge others 
based on stereotypes. If we dive in and look under  
the surface, we’ll see that each individual is unique. 
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