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D oes your family celebrate Chinese New 

Year? Kwanzaa? Naw-Rúz? Easter? It’s 

fun to explore Earth’s diverse cultures. Our 

human family enjoys a wondrous variety of traditions, 

religions, music, clothing, language, and food. 

What parts of your own heritage do you enjoy most? 

Share them with friends. Which cultures are you most 

curious about? Find someone from those backgrounds 

and ask questions.
The more we make friends from different parts of 

the planet, the better we’ll understand each other and 

help build peace. 

Favorite Festivals

Read about each kid’s favorite cultural celebration. Then search for the item in blue. 

in Spain,  
many festivals 

include  
flamenco 

guitar music, 
singing, and 

dancing.

During spring, 
we celebrate the 

Return of the 
Sun in Canada with 
prayer, singing, 
igloo-building 
contests, and 
drum dancing.

In Mongolia, 
during Naadam, 

we compete 
in traditional 
horse racing, 
wrestling, and 
archery. I use 

a bow made 
from bamboo. 

Boys leave the 
village in Mali to 
herd cattle for  

a year. At the 
Cattle Crossing, 

we return, and  
the best herder 
wins prizes, like  

a patterned  
blanket. 

At Carnival in 
Brazil, I wear 

a costume 
and mask to 
parades and 

samba dances. 
Afterward, we 
fast and pray 
to prepare  
for Easter.

The parade for 
Gion Matsuri 

has huge floats 
about the  
history of 

Japan. A boy 
starts the  
parade by  

cutting a rope 
with a sword. 




