Photo Tips for Publishable Photos
1. Sometimes a close-up is not close enough
Take a look at the “Radiant Star” pages from an issue of Brilliant Star. You
want the child’s face to fill the frame. If it doesn’t, take a step closer and
zoom in on your subject. The closest focusing distance for most cameras is
about three feet. However, if you get closer than the closest focusing distance
of your camera, your pictures will be blurry.
2. Out of focus
One way to make sure you don’t get a blurred picture is to lock the focus.
First, center the subject and press and hold the shutter button halfway down.
Then press the shutter button all the way down to take the picture. Blurred
pictures can also be caused by camera shake. If you see ghost "doubles" on the
image, camera shake is the problem. Stabilize the camera with both hands or a
tripod.
3. Busy backgrounds with no contrast
A plain background focuses attention on your child. If she or he has dark hair,
use a light background. Light hair requires a darker background so that the
viewer knows where the hair ends and the background begins.
4. Eyes in shadow
Eyes are the most important part of the photo, so they need to be free of
shadows and in clear focus. One way to eliminate shadows around the eyes is
to take the photo outside on a day that's cloudy, so there is a lot of diffused
light and therefore no shadows. Bright sun can cause deep facial shadows.

5. Face washed out by flash or light
Using flash too close to the subject can wash out the face.
6. Shadow around head
Placing your child away from a wall or solid background will prevent shadows
around the head.
7. Blinked or averted eyes
Be sure your child is looking at the lens of your camera!
8. Nothing but face
Please don’t include hands, trophies, pets, or any other objects in the closeup.
9. Time and date stamp
Don’t forget to turn off the date stamp feature in your camera.

If you’re sending photos by e-mail:
1. Higher resolution
Photos shot from 3 to 6 megapixels, or 1 MB or larger, are the size we need.
Your computer should offer size options when you are saving photos as PDFs.
Choose the largest size possible.
2. File format
Please send photos in .jpg format. They work best for our production process.

If you’re sending photos by regular mail:
1. School photos
Please do not send school photos, as they are copyrighted.
2. Returning hard copies
We will send them back to you when we send out your complimentary copy of
the Brilliant Star issue.

