
  

  SEE ANSWERS ON PAGE 28

Seeing Clearly
“Grieve thou not over the troubles and hardships of this nether world . . . This present life is  

even as a swelling wave, or a mirage . . . Know thou that the Kingdom is the real world . . .”   —‘Abdu’l-Bahá

The sun blazes as your camel plods across the 
desert. You’re thirsty and tired. Suddenly, 
you spot a twinkling pool of water ahead—

but as you get closer, you realize it was just a mirage. 
In the desert heat, air close to the ground can 

get hotter and less dense than the air above it. 
When the sun’s rays hit the less dense air, they 
bend, and shimmering images can appear. 

Like a mirage, challenges that you face in life 
can sometimes be misleading. A fight with a friend 

or a big school project might seem overwhelming at 
first. But when you look closely at the situation, it 
may not be as difficult as you imagined. Investigate 
the truth about a problem, and look at it from  
different points of view. Be patient and ask for  
help when you need it.

In the desert, a camel can last 4–15 days  
without water. In winter, it can go for months without 
drinking! You can develop amazing strengths, too, when 
you take on challenges with your eyes wide open.  

These travelers are on a long trek through the desert. Not including  
the camels they’re riding, find 15 hidden camels in the scene.

Did you know a camel’s hump 
doesn’t hold water, but instead 
stores fat to use for energy? 
An Arabian or dromedary camel 
has one hump, and a Bactrian 

camel has two humps.

10 SEPTEMBER /OCTOBER 2010Brilliant Star


