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The Life of
Baha'u’llah

The highlighted

area marks the time
in whieh this story
takes place.

1817 November 12
Birth of Bahd'u'llah
in Tihran, Iran

1844

Recognizes the Bab as
anew Messenger of God

1852

Imprisonment in the
“Black Pit” of Tihran

1853-1863 |
Exile in Baghdad, Iraq.
From 1854—1856, He
goes into the mountains
to pray in solitude.

1863 April |
Declares Diving Mission

as Prophet-Founder

of the Baha'f Faith

1863-1868 |
Exile in Constantinople
(Istanbut), then Adrianople
(Edirne), Turkey. Begins
writing letters to kings
and rulers in 1867,
urging world unity

1868

Last exile, to prison-
city of ‘Akka, Israel

1877

Finally free to live in
countryside homes

of Mazra'ih and then
Bahjf, outside ‘Akka

1892 May29 |

Bahd'u'llah passes
away at Bahjf.

Baha'u’llah’s Life; Mission of Peace

Uplifting ‘Akka

he sun blazed as Baha'u'llah and

His companions approached the

sea gate of ‘Akka (now in Israel).
Before they even stepped off the boat,
false rumors had spread that the Bahd'is
were evil criminals who deserved cruel
treatment. The lies circulated through
the city like one of the illnesses that
were so common in ‘Akka at the time.

As the Baha'is disembarked from
their ship, angry townspeople jeered at
them from the foul, flea-infested streets.
The stagnant air was heavy with the
stench of pollution and the sounds
of insults aimed at the new arrivals.

An announcement at the mosque
warmed that the Bahd'is were dangerous
and no one should talk to them. In a
prison-city filled with murderers, thieves,
and other outlaws, the innocent Bahd'is
were among the most hated and feared.

By this time in His life, Baha'u'llah
had been imprisoned in a dungeon with
heavy chains that left Him scarred. He
had endured exiles in brutal conditions
because leaders felt threatened by His
new religion. His family knew the pain
of hardship and hunger as they traveled
from one country to the next, sometimes
in the dead of winter. This was their
harshest imprisonment yet. Baha'u'llah
called ‘Akka the “Most Great Prison.”

But throughout all of these exiles,
Baha'u'llah's teachings brought a refreshing
breeze of hope to each location. It was
the same in ‘Akkd. When His eldest son,
‘Abdu’l-Baha, was allowed to leave the
prison and go into the city, he visited the
mosque to pray. People noticed his kind,
wise, and generous nature. He shared

The city wall surrounding ‘Akka offered only a few
places to enter the prison-gity. Baha'u’llah and His
companions passed through this sea gate after an
exhausting journey.

insights from the Baha'i Faith. He
earned the trust and respect of ‘Akka’s
citizens, who went to him for guidance.
‘Abdu’l-Baha never owned much, but
he always gave to the poor.

As people in ‘Akka began to learn
from Baha'u'llah’s teachings and
‘Abdu’l-Bahd’'s example, their attitude
toward the Baha'is shifted. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
said that Baha'u'llah’s light “first had been
a star; now it became a mighty sun.. .

‘Akka was known for its filth and lack
of natural beauty, but its environment
began to change. Bahd'u'llah urged
the governor to fix a broken aqueduct,
bringing fresh water to the city after
decades without it. He encouraged
people to plant gardens. In time, the
region was bursting with pomegranate,
date, fig, apple, citrus, and olive trees.
Fresh air blew into the city from all
directions. ‘Akka often seemed protected
from epidemics that tore through
surrounding areas.

Soon, talk was stirring about the
Bahd'is again, but this time it was positive.
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“If the daystar of justice . . . were to shed its light upon men,
the face of the earth would be completely transformed.” —Baha'u’llah

The townspeople called Baha'u'lldh an “august B Viith its fresh air,
leader.” They said that the improvements in the abundanee of color,
city and in their lives were all due to Him and the and bubbling

| fountain, the Ridvan

uplifting effect He had on those around Him. ;
Garden near ‘Akkd

Baha'u'llah praised God for ‘Akka’s changes.

He said, “The Almighty ... hath transformed this offgred welcome
Prison-House into the Most Exalted Paradise, relief from .the )
polluted prison-city.

the Heaven of Heavens.”
Use the key to decode a quote from Baha'u'llah about transformation.
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