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Can you imagine living without clean 
water?

In 1868, Bahá’u’lláh arrived in the 
prison-city of ‘Akká (in what is now 

Israel). He’d committed no crime, but the 
Turkish sultán (king) imprisoned Him in  
an attempt to stop His Bahá’í teachings.

‘Akká was a dreadful place. Bahá’u’lláh 
said it was described as “the most desolate 
of the cities of the world, the most unsightly 
of them in appearance, the most detestable 
in climate, and the foulest in water.” It was 
said that a bird flying over it would fall 
dead from the stench!

At first, the people of ‘Akká treated 
Bahá’u’lláh and the Bahá’ís badly. But in time, 
Bahá’u’lláh’s innocence became clear. High-
ranking people sought His wise advice. 
Even the governor became His admirer. 

 

A Brief 
 Timeline

1863–1868
Exile in Constantinople 
(Istanbul), then Adrianople 
(Edirne), Turkey. Begins 
writing letters to kings 
and rulers in 1867, 
urging world unity

The Life of 
Bahá ’u’lláh

1853–1863
Exile in Baghdád, Iraq.
From 1854–1856, He  
goes into the mountains  
to pray in solitude.

1852
Imprisonment in the 
“Black Pit” of Tihrán

1863 April 22
Declares Divine Mission 
as Prophet-Founder  
of the Bahá’í Faith

1844
Recognizes the Báb as 
a new Messenger of God

1817 November 12 
Birth of Bahá’u’lláh
in Tihrán, Iran

Bahá’u’lláh’s Life: Mission of Peace
Water Wisdom

One day, the governor asked Bahá’u’lláh  
what he could do for Him. Bahá’u’lláh asked 
nothing for Himself, but requested that 
the town’s broken aqueduct be repaired, to 
bring fresh water to the people.

The governor immediately agreed to  
His request. When the aqueduct was  
finished and clean water started flowing, 
the people of ‘Akká rejoiced. 

The highlighted 
area marks the 
time in which this 
story takes place.

This aqueduct outside of ‘Akká was repaired at Bahá'u'lláh’s request. 
An aqueduct is a bridge-like structure that carries water to an area.

ANSWERS: 1) False. It’s actually about 780 million. 2) True. 3) False. It’s 85% of the 
population. 4) True. Drinking too much salt water can be deadly. 5) True.

In India (top), half of the rural water 
supply is unsafe to drink.  Drought and 
tribal conflict make water difficult to 
obtain in Ethiopia (bottom).

How much do you know about water in our world? Take this quiz to find out. 

1.  About 78 million people around the world don’t have  
access to safe, clean drinking water. 
    TRUE   •   FALSE

2.  The average distance women in Asia and Africa walk  
to collect water is 3.7 miles (6 km). 
    TRUE   •   FALSE

3.  60% of the world’s population lives on the driest half  
of the planet. 
    TRUE   •   FALSE

4.  97% of Earth’s water is too salty to drink safely. 
    TRUE   •   FALSE

5.  About 4,000 kids die every day from illnesses caused  
by unsafe water. 
    TRUE   •   FALSE

1877
Finally free to live in  
countryside homes 
of Mazra‘ih and then  
Bahjí, outside ‘Akká

1868
Last exile, to prison-
city of ‘Akká, Israel


