[ Brief
Timeline
The Life of
Bahd'u’llah
The highlighted
area marks the

time in which this
story takes place.

1817 November 12
Birth of Bahd'u'llah
in Tihran, Iran

1844

Recognizes the Bab as
anew Messenger of God

1852

Imprisonment in the
“Black Pit” of Tihran

1853-1863 |
Exile in Baghdéd, Irag.
From 1854—1856, He
goes into the mountains
to pray in solitude.

1863 April 22 |
Declares Diving Mission
as Prophet-Founder

of the Baha'f Faith

1863-1868

Exile in Constantinople
(Istanbul), then Adrianople
(Edirne), Turkey. Begins
writing letters to kings
and rulers in 1867,
urging world unity

1868

Last exile, to prison-
city of ‘Akkd, Israel

1877

Finally free to live in
countryside homes

of Mazra'ih and then
Bahjf, outside ‘Akka

1892 May 29
Bahd'u'llah passes
away at Bahjf.

Baha'u’llah’s Life; Mission of Peace
Father and Son

aha'u'llah’s eldest son, ‘Abbas,

enjoyed the first years of his life

in a noble and wealthy family. But

in 1853, when ‘Abbas was about
eight, the family was exiled from Tihran,
[ran, to Baghdad, Irag. Bahau'llah was
banished for being a follower of the Bab, a
Messenger of God. The Bab announced that
another Messenger would soon appear
and lead the world to peace.

For 10 years, Baha'u'llah did not reveal
that He was the Messenger foretold by
the Bab. But some still knew about His
divine station, including young ‘Abbas.
He was so devoted to Bahau'llah that he
later chose to be known as ‘Abdu’l-Bahg,
or “Servant of Baha.”

Through his childhood and teen
years, ‘Abdu’l-Baha showed profound
faith and wisdom in spiritual matters. Even
religious scholars were impressed with his
knowledge. Baha'u'llah loved ‘Abdu’l-Baha
deeply and praised His virtuous character
and insights, calling him “the Master” and
“the Mystery of God.”

In 1863, the family was exiled again,
this time to Constantinople (now
Istanbul, Turkey). Just before leaving
Baghdad, Baha'u'llah announced His
mission as a Messenger of God.

Exiled twice more, the family
arrived in the prison-city of ‘Akka, in
what is now Israel, in 1868. In ‘Akka,
‘Abdu’l-Baha tirelessly helped others and
tried to protect his father from sorrow.
He met with people from all walks of
life, from the governor and religious
officials to the poor and sick. He greeted
followers who came to see Baha'u'llah.
He tended to the needs of the community,

During an exile to Adrianople (now Edirne, Turkey)
in 1868, Abdu’l-Baha had his photo taken, possibly
for a passport for the upeoming exile to ‘Akka. He
was 24 years old.

giving his father more time to reveal holy
writings and meet with the Baha'is. “He is
a mighty shield,” Bahau'llah said, “facing
the world and its peoples. . ."

‘Akka was a filthy, smelly place with
dirty streets and buildings surrounded
by high stone walls. One day, Baha'u'llah
noted that he hadn't seen any greenery in
nine years. He had earned the admiration
of the governor, who gave Him permission
to leave ‘Akka. So ‘Abdu’l-Baha rented a
home outside the city surrounded by
gardens and orange groves. The house,
known as Mazra'ih, let Baha'u'llah enjoy
the nature He loved so much.

One day, Baha'u'llah invited the
Baha'is in ‘Akka to gather in a garden
near Mazra'ih. They were enjoying their
surroundings when suddenly Bahau'llah
looked toward ‘Akka and said, “The Master
is coming, hasten to attend Him."
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“Heis...the ‘Mystery of God'.. . In the person of ‘Abdu’l-Baha the ineompatible
charaeteristies of a human nature and superhuman knowledge and perfection
have been blended and are eompletely harmonized.” —Baha'i Writings

To show respect, Abdu'l-Baha didn't ride his donkey
into Baha'u'llah's presence. Instead, with the greatest
humility, Abdu’l-Baha walked to his father, who
announced that now the garden, “with the presence
of the Master . .. has become truly most delightful.”

When Baha'u'llah passed away in 1892, He left a
written will appointing ‘Abdu’l-Baha as His successor
and the authorized interpreter of His teachings.
‘Abdu’l-Baha mourned the loss deeply while taking
on the immense responsibility of leading the Baha'i

Faith. Today, Bahd'is consider ‘Abdu’l-Bahd'’s life of The Garden of Ridvan (Paradise) outside Akka was originally rented

love and service as the perfect example of how to by Abdu’l-Baha for Baha'u'llah so that he eould enjoy nature. Today,
follow Baha'u'llah's teachings. pilgrims travel to Israel to visit the sacred site.

Find words related to the story. Look up, down, backward, forward, and diagonally.

BOND R FEJFORNTDOIXTDWATOSS
DELIGHTFUL M E R R Z M OUHUHTDTESR ZTD
EXAMPLE E W LHUTIMUTZKTLTLT OTGORN
?ﬁms D L GASTMNNETITYENE
GARDEN S X P S T I AGMWTIGTFMZ I
HUMILITY C EI M LTI ANTPHTHNTPTFR
LOVE M M R I AROMYSTETRSTYF
MASTER K O TV DIXUNTWMWTF FS Y RD
MISSION J Y T EANETDSNUMWTNTC
MYSTERY T WNIXJNTDTPTFUHTLTLTGOVE
gﬁ;ﬂgfﬁ I J OLUMTTDATCTITGBUN.YV
TG U R J I MF X FTOHTPTIH.L
SERVANT FE S I DAURAGPUHRTETSAM
SHIELD D L KADNA AU QTETZTFEFSWUP
SOl H 6 S WNZKZ QYU RTDTILTFTITJ
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be the exact words of Bahd'u'llah and ‘Abdu’l-Baha.



