
What do you wish for most? In Japan, people ponder 
that question at Tanabata, a festival inspired 

by an ancient Chinese legend.* In one version of the 
story, there were two bright stars—a princess, who was 
a talented weaver, and her husband, a cowherd. They 
became so distracted by each other that the princess  
neglected her weaving of the clouds. Her husband ignored 
his cows, which went astray in the skies. The princess’s 
father, the emperor, separated them by the Milky Way. 
The princess missed the cowherd and cried so much 

that the emperor allowed them to meet once a year, 
when a flock of magpies formed a bridge for them to cross.

People celebrate Tanabata by writing wishes on 
colorful papers called tanzaku. The wishes are tied to 
bamboo branches. 

It’s fun to wish and dream, but we can’t just wish 
and wait for things. It takes effort to turn our dreams 
into reality. What wishes would you write on a wishing 
tree? How would you take action to make your wishes 
come true?

Wishing Tree
“Today the seed is sown . . . the day will come when it shall rise a glorious tree . . .”     —‘Abdu’l-Bahá

* Tanabata is held in July or August, depending on the region.

Imagine that this magical tree can grant your wishes for the future. Write  
your wishes on the papers. Then draw one of your dreams coming true.
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