magine living in the Arctic Circle, where
%)1 / i: temperatures stay below freezing most of the
Ak year, and ice covers much of the land and sea.
This frozen habitat is home to a vast number of
creatures, from huge land mammals to tiny zoo-
plankton. But climate change is causing major
problems. Floating sea ice, which many animals
rely on to hunt, rest, and breed, is melting.
Animals are being forced to live in unfamiliar
habitats or are having trouble finding food.
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These Arctic animals have adapted to a frozen climate. Match each one with its statement.
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Some species are decreasing rapidly.

Arctic ice is important not only for wildlife,
but for all life on Earth. Polar ice helps keep
the earth cool by reflecting the sun’s rays. The
more the Arctic melts, the faster global warming
occurs. Melting glaciers also cause sea levels to
rise, which can threaten coastal areas.

Our actions make a difference. Saving energy
and conserving natural resources help protect
our polar pals—and the rest of our planet.
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