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Polar Pals
I magine living in the Arctic Circle, where 

temperatures stay below freezing most of the 
year, and ice covers much of the land and sea. 
This frozen habitat is home to a vast number of 

creatures, from huge land mammals to tiny zoo-
plankton. But climate change is causing major 
problems. Floating sea ice, which many animals 
rely on to hunt, rest, and breed, is melting.  
Animals are being forced to live in unfamiliar  
habitats or are having trouble finding food. 

Some species are decreasing rapidly. 
Arctic ice is important not only for wildlife, 

but for all life on Earth. Polar ice helps keep  
the earth cool by reflecting the sun’s rays. The 
more the Arctic melts, the faster global warming 
occurs. Melting glaciers also cause sea levels to 
rise, which can threaten coastal areas. 

Our actions make a difference. Saving energy 
and conserving natural resources help protect  
our polar pals—and the rest of our planet.

These Arctic animals have adapted to a frozen climate. Match each one with its statement.

Ivory Gull2

Arctic Hare7

My large hooves 
are cup-shaped 
on the bottom, 
like scoops. 
They help me  

dig through the  
snow for food.  

A

I communicate with 
clicks, whistles, 
and chirps. I can 

swim backward, too. 

B

I can hop over 6 feet 
(1 .8 m) in one leap. My 

large back feet act like 
snowshoes to help me 
move across the snow. 

C

I’m called “unicorn 
of the sea .” My tusk 
can grow to about 9 
feet (2.7 m) long.  

D

I fly and hunt 
at night. But I 
spend most of 
my time near 
floating sea 

ice. In Canada, 
my species has 
declined 80% 

in the past  
20 years!

E

My fur is transparent,  
but it reflects light  

to appear white. Under-
neath, my skin is black.  

F

 My white coat makes me hard to 
spot in the snow—I’m brown or 
gray in summer. My long, fluffy 

tail helps me stay warm.

G

I give birth to my pups  
on floating ice. I can 
identify my own pups out  

of hundreds by their scent.  

H

Arctic Fox8

Polar Bear3

Caribou1

Narwhal5

Harp Seal6
Beluga Whale4
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