
About 161 million tons! That’s how much trash 
  gets thrown out each year—in the U.S. alone.*   
   That’s about the weight of 10 million school 

buses. Then we use new resources to make new stuff. 
Finding those new resources is getting harder than 
ever, using more energy and causing more pollution.

The trash we throw out doesn’t disappear—it gets 
burned or ends up in landfills. But much of it can be 
reused or recycled instead. Recycling conserves valuable 

resources and prevents toxins from leaking into the  
environment. It also saves lots of energy and cuts down 
on greenhouse gases that can cause climate change.

An important part of recycling is knowing what to 
recycle and how to sort it. Communities have different 
rules about separating materials such as paper, glass, 
metal, and plastic. Check with your area’s recycling 
programs. You might be amazed at how many things 
you can turn from trash into treasure!
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SEE ANSWERS ON PAGE 28
*  According to the U.S. EPA, 2009. About 243 million tons of trash was  

produced and about 82 million tons of this was recycled or composted.

at Robot Recycling, we collect 
and sort materials. Unscramble 

the words to see what our  
robots have to report.

Plastic ink cartridges 
take at least 1,000 

years to (DPOSEMOCE) 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ! 
Recycle them to save 
plastic and energy.

Recycling one can 
saves enough (EGYNRE) 

_ _ _ _ _ _ to 
run a TV for two hours. 

Batteries may contain 
toxic metals that need 

to be recycled so 
they don’t get into our 
(REAWT) _  _  _  _  _ , 

land, or air. 

Recycling steel 
uses about 74% less 
energy than making 
new. If a  (TEGMAN) 
_ _ _ _ _ _  sticks 
to a can, it’s steel. 

Paper recycling rates  
have topped 60% in the U.S.  
and Europe, saving trees,  

water, and energy, and  
reducing  (OLULTIOPN) 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

Imagine your  (SCTIPAL) 
_  _  _  _  _  _  _

water bottle one-fourth 
full of crude oil. That’s 

how much oil it takes  
to make a bottle.

Glass can be  
recycled  (ELSSENDYL) 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , 
becoming part of new 

bottles in just 30 days.  
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Over a billion cell 
phones are bought 
worldwide every 
year. Each one 

has recyclable 
(LTSEAM) 

_ _ _ _ _ _ , 
such as silver,  

copper, and gold.
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