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TEAM WORK

Whether you’re playing a game or helping with 

chores, you cooperate with your family every 

day. But did you know that crocodiles start 

working together even before they’re hatched? 

A mother Nile crocodile digs a hole and buries her eggs, 

then guards them. When they’re ready, from inside the eggs, 

the babies all call out to Mom and each other that it’s time to 

hatch. The chorus is loud enough for even humans to hear.

After they hatch, Mom carries them to the water — in 

her mouth! The baby crocs help each other survive, too. 

If one sounds a special cry to warn others of danger, all 

repeat it to alert Mom, who protects them.

Using teamwork, you and your family can watch out 

for one another—and have fun together. Sometimes you 

might get frustrated with each other, but with kindness 

and clear communication, your brothers, sisters, and 

cousins can be some of your best friends. 

Cooperative Crocs

ANSWERS ON PAGE 36

Crocodiles can 
hold their breath 
underwater for 

over an hour!
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Match the crocodile eggs 
to form nine words that can  

help families get along.




