
Louis and Louisa Gregory married in 1912, when  
interracial marriage was uncommon.

Long or short, curly or straight, hair is part of  

our cultural traditions. In some cultures, people    

    grow their hair long, cover their hair, or shave 

it off completely. Learning how others maintain and 

style their hair can help us appreciate our diversity.

But hair is sometimes a focus of discrimination.  

In the past, boarding schools forced American Indian 

kids to cut their hair, going against important spiritual  

traditions. Some schools and businesses today even 

prohibit hairstyles that are traditional or popular in  

African American communities.
Our hairstyles are more than just a fashion  

statement. For many cultures, they have specific 

meaning. Also, different kinds of hair require different 

care. Rules that don’t take that into consideration are 

unfair. When we honor and celebrate the hair we wear, 

we can break down walls of prejudice and see the 

unique beauty in our human family.

At a multicultural fair, these kids are sharing their cultural hair traditions. Read the clues, then match each kid with their country.

 For special 
occasions, we 

sometimes wear 
hair ornaments 
called kanzashi. 

I like cherry 
blossoms, which 

bloom in my 
country.1

China
Ecuador

Israel

JapanEthiopia Pakistan
U.S.

In my country 
near peru, 

Tsáchila boys 
and men use 
achiote seeds 
for bright red 
hair shaped like 

a seed pod—a 
symbol of life. 

2

In parts of  
my African  
nation, we 

wear ancient 
patterned 

hairstyles. We 
bond and share 
stories while 
braiding each 
other’s hair. 3

For native 
North American 
people, long 
hair connects 
us to nature 

and symbolizes 
knowledge. 

Traditionally, 
we only cut 

hair when we’re 
mourning. 4

On special days, 
MIAo girls and 

women wear 
headdresses 

with our  
ancestors’ hair 
wrapped around 
an animal horn. 
I’m from the 
world’s most 

populated  
nation. 5

with Jewish law, 
Orthodox boys 
and men often 
grow long hair 

between our 
ear and temple. 
My homeland is 

sacred to Jews, 
Christians,  

Muslims, and 
Bahá’ís. 6

Many Muslim 
girls and 

women around 
the world 

show modesty 
by covering 
our hair with  

a scarf.  
I live near 

India.7

The Hair We Wear

27V OL. 49 NO. 1ANSWERS ON PAGE 28




