SHOGHI EFFENDI: Liet Us Arise

ave you ever faced a
responsibility that was
so big, you felt like the
weight of the world was
on your shoulders?

As a young man, Shoghi Effendi
felt like this when he became the
leader of the Baha'i community.

Shoghi Effendi was born on
March 1, 1897, in 'Akka, Israel.

He was raised in the home of

his grandfather, ‘Abdu’l-Baha,

who led the Baha'i Faith after
Bahd'u'llah’s passing. Shoghi
Effendi's father was Mirza Hadi
Shirazi, a descendant of the Bab.
His mother was Diya'iyyih Khanum,
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s eldest daughter.

As a boy, Shoghi Effendi was
full of energy and curiosity. He had
a deep bond with ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
who was known as the Master.

When he was five, Shoghi
Effendi asked ‘Abdu’l-Baha to write
something for him. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
wrote, "Now is not the time for you
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to read and write, it is the time
for jumping about and chanting ...
memorize the prayers ... and chant
them that | may hear them .. ."

From then on, Shoghi
Effendi chanted prayers loudly
enough to be heard throughout
the neighborhood. When family
asked him to be quieter, he
said, “The Master wrote to me
to chant that He may hear me!
| am doing my best!"

In his teens, Shoghi Effendi
went to the American University
of Beirut in Lebanon. When not
studying, he enjoyed mountain
climbing, swimming, and soccer.

After graduating in 1918,
some of Shoghi Effendi's happiest
days were spent working as
‘Abdu’'l-Baha’s secretary. For
about two years, he was at
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s side day and night,
often translating letters and
conversations into English for
Bahd'is from the West. He wrote to
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a friend, "What a dear and blessed
spot to be privileged to live in!"

Legacy of Leadership

In 1920, Shoghi Effendi went
to Oxford University in England.
He was determined to learn all
he could to serve the Faith.

The following year, his life
changed dramatically. His beloved
grandfather unexpectedly passed
away. Devastated, Shoghi Effendi
returned to Israel.

When the Master's will
was read, Shoghi Effendi was
shocked to learn that ‘Abdu’l-Baha
had named him the Guardian of
the Baha'i Faith. At about age
24, he was the leader of the
global Baha'i community.

Faced with this immense
responsibility, Shoghi Effendi
retreated to the mountains of
Switzerland to gain "health,
strength, self-confidence and
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