an you imagine how you'd

feel if your father was unfairly

imprisoned, your home was

attacked, and your belongings
were stolen? That happened to
‘Abdu’l-Baha when he was eight. His
father, Baha'u'llah, was thrown into
a terrible dungeon in Tihran, Persia
(now Iran) for four months. Though
Baha'u'llah had done nothing
wrong, He was persecuted because
He followed the Babi Faith.*

The whole family was in danger.
When ‘Abdu’l-Baha went outside,
he was chased by kids who threw
stones at him. The family barely
had enough food. One day his
mother gave him a handful of flour
to eat because they had no bread.

In the prison, Baha'u'llah had
a divine vision revealing that He
was a Messenger of God with a
new religion—the Baha'i Faith. His
teachings would promote world
peace, the oneness of humanity,
and the elimination of prejudice.

May 23, 1844 j 18531868 j Mareh 8, 1873 j
HAbdu’1-Baha is born in Tihran, Exiled to Baghdad, Marriage to

Iran, and named Abbas Effendi Constantinople (Istanbut), Munirih Khanum
(later known as ‘Abdu’l-Bahad) Adrianople (Edirne), and Akka

When Baha'u'llah was released, the
family was forced to leave Persia.
They were banished to Iraq, and then
to what are now Turkey and Israel.
Through these ordeals, many people
didn't understand Baha'u'llah’s
station as a divine Messenger. But
'‘Abdu’l-Baha understood, and he

did his best to be of service to
Baha'u'llah and His followers.

Many people, including government
officials and religious leaders, admired
'‘Abdu’l-Baha's wisdom, kindness,
and generosity. Baha'u'llah called
him "the Master."

Center of the Covenant

After 40 years of exile for His
teachings of peace, Baha'u'llah
passed away in 1892. He left a
written will appointing ‘Abdu’l-Baha
as the leader of the Baha'i Faith.
These instructions are Baha'u'llah's
Covenant—an agreement with His
followers that prevents the Baha'i

v/

Faith from breaking into separate
groups. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is known as
the “Center of the Covenant."

‘Abdu’l-Baha put into practice
his father's teachings of love and
kindness. He visited the poor and sick
of 'Akka, gave them money, and even
provided warm cloaks in the winter.
He encouraged Bahd'is to share the
Faith around the world. Though he
was officially a prisoner in 'Akka,
‘Abdu’l-Baha was so respected by
officials that he was able to leave
the city to pray at Baha'u'llah’s holy
resting place, or shrine, at Bahji.

But some people were jealous of
‘Abdu'l-Baha’s influence and spread
lies about him. In 1901, the Sultan of
Turkey decided 'Abdu’l-Baha would
be confined within the walls of 'Akka.
‘Abdu’l-Baha grieved that he could
no longer visit Baha'u'llah's shrine.
He had a cabin built on the roof
of his house, where he would look
toward Bahji and pray.

May 29, 1892 j
Passing of Bahd'u’llah.
‘Tibdu’1-Baha becomes the
leader of the Bahd'i Faith
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*Learn more at www.brilliantstarmagazine.org/uploads/explore/TheBab.pdf



“0 Lord, my God! Give me Thy graee to serve Thy loved ones,
trenathen me jn mv servitude to Thee .. —7Abdu'[-Baha

Garidles:of Imty

‘Abdu’l-Baha deseribed Seven
candles of unity in 1906. He said,
“Each and every one of these will

inevitably come to pass, inasmueh as
the power of the Kingdom of God will
aid and assist in their realization.”
Unity in the political realm

Unity of thought in world undertakings

Unity in freedom

Unity in religion

Unity of nations

Unjty of races

tinttyobfantliade
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