
Momentous news spread 
 throughout Persia (now Iran) 
 about the Báb. He had bravely 

announced to religious leaders that He 
was the Messenger of God promised 
in Islam. In response, hostile leaders 
imprisoned Him and spurred citizens to 
violently attack His followers.

In the summer of 1848, a Bábí 
named Mullá Husayn journeyed across 
Persia with over 200 companions, 
sharing the Báb’s teachings. They did not 
want to fight, but they were met by an 
angry mob carrying weapons. Several 
Bábís were shot and killed. Only then did 
they take action. Mullá Husayn drew his 
sword for protection. Amazingly, with 
one swing, he cut through an attacker, 
his gun, and the tree he was hiding 
behind! The mob turned and fled.

The Bábís took shelter at the shrine 
of Shaykh Tabarsí, a holy site. While 
under attack, they used mud and tree 
trunks to build a fort around the shrine 
to shield themselves. When the fort was 
finished, Bahá’u’lláh visited them. He 
praised the fort, uplifting their spirits. He 
departed, intending to return, but was 
arrested before He could join them.

The sháh ordered soldiers to attack 
the fort, expecting an easy victory. But 
even when the sháh’s army grew to over 
10,000 men, about 500 Bábís managed to 
hold them o�. They su�ered from hunger 
but persevered, singing and praying. 

Many gave their lives rather than 
deny their faith, including Mullá 
Husayn. Before his death, he put on a 
green turban from the Báb and set out 
to defend his companions. He was shot 
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1844 May 23  
Declares Divine Mission 
as Prophet-Founder of 
the Bábí Faith

1844 December
Announces His station 
while on pilgrimage in 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia

1847 July
Imprisonment in the 
fortress of Máh-Kú 
(The Open Mountain)

1848 April 10
Transfer to the 
fortress of Chihríq 
(The Grievous  
Mountain)

1848 July
Declares His mission  
to leaders in Tabríz, 
Iran, and is punished 
with the bastinado

1850 July 9
The Báb is martyred
in Tabríz, Iran.

1819 October 20
Birth of the Báb 
in Shíráz, Iran

on the battlefield and died with a smile 
on his face.

After eight months, the army leader 
promised that no one would be harmed 
if they surrendered. The Bábís agreed. 
But when they left the fort, almost all 
were martyred! Quddús, their leader, 
was tortured and killed.

When news of their massacre 
reached the Báb, He was so crushed 
by grief that He didn’t write for six 
months. When He finally picked up 
His pen again, He revealed tablets in 
honor of Mullá Husayn, Quddús, and 
other heroes of Fort Tabarsí. He asked 
a follower to visit their graves on His 
behalf, saying, “Bring back to Me, as a 
remembrance of your visit, a handful 
of that holy earth which covers the 
remains of My beloved ones, Quddús 
and Mullá Husayn.”

Other brutal attacks raged across 
the country. Thousands of Bábís were 
martyred, but nothing could stop the 
Báb’s message. In time, it would lead 
to the world-embracing Bahá’í Faith 
proclaimed by Bahá’u’lláh.

1842 August
Marries Khadíjih Bagum

1843
Birth of their son,  
Ahmad, who soon dies

The highlighted 
area marks the time 
in which this story 
takes place.

Life of the Báb: Tragedy at Fort Tabarsí

The shrine of Shaykh Tabarsí, which Bábís surrounded 
with a fort so they could defend themselves for eight 
months. At times, they had nothing to eat except  
boiled grass.
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